Berrien County Hazards — Tornadoes

May 26, 1859
Deaths — 1 & livestock (20 hens)

Injuries — 3+
A violent tornado touched down along the southara bf section 9 in Pipestone
Township causing property damage, loss of livestpeksonal injuries and one death.
One woman was struck in the head by a falling éoghild suffered a broken arm and a
4-year old child was pulled from a residence uncans and died four days later from
injuries received. It was reported that houses®Wiéed off the ground, a bed was found
% mile away lodged in a swamp and a stovepipe aasd 3 miles away. One report
said that a house was lifted from its foundaticried over several stumps three to five
feet high and then thrown upon three other stumlpage trees were blown down, peach
trees were literally stripped of their bark, fenseattered about and 20 hens were killed;
many with feathers completely blown off while othevere disemboweled.

March 24, 1913
Deaths — livestock (4 cows)
Injuries — 0
An Easter Sunday tornado touched down 3 miles sagtiof Baroda, wrecking several
farm buildings, a windmill and killing three cowada calf who were in a barn. A
granary was carried some 20 to 30 rods and bumiéiaei ground and part of a house was
torn off." Storm damage was also noted in St. Joseph withnelys blown off by high
winds, plate glass windows shattered and dooredmdf. In Lincoln Township a
residence was struck by lightning causing a fieg thestroyed the house. The residence
was located 2 miles northwest of Stevensville astarated loss of property valued at
$5000"

March 28, 1920
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
One of the worst tornado outbreaks in US histanyct areas from Georgia to
Wisconsin. At least a dozen people in Michiganenkghied and hundreds of homes
damaged. In Berrien County, an F2 tornado touched dowriogrout a path from
Baroda to Sodus.

July 9, 1926
Deaths — 3

Injuries — 3
An F2 tornado plowed towards Buchanan as Bachelslesid in the St. Joseph River
island"™ A 22-year old woman, her 5-year old daughterthedvoman'’s 8-year old
sister lost their lives while the husband and tweo young family members were
injured. As the family ate their lunch at noon whke tornado signaled its approach
with a loud roar, suddenly swooped over the bltift line the river and literally
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pounced on their cabin. When they heard the tbarywvoman went to the window and
screamed for everyone to get underneath the tallie.male holding his son did not
move but the woman and two of the girls hid undertable. The tornado hit at that
moment and leveled their cabin along with 3 otlmershe island, which were not
occupied. The women under the table were all&kill€he male was carried several
yards and was found standing on his head besittes and unconscious. The son he
was holding was found perched high in the tree dras and only slightly injured.

May 24, 1946
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
An F3 tornado tracked from St. Joseph County inaima northwards into Bertrand
Township and Buchanan.

April 3, 1956
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Berrien County was spared from severe tornado daméagn a huge, black tornado spun
its way up Lake Michigan then broke up as it hé #hore between Stevensville and
Bridgman. The tornado was first reported at 5:2Z2ynthe Michigan State troopers from
the New Buffalo Post, who watched it track up thkeefront for approximately 1 hour
and 15 minutes. A second “pencil-thin” funnel dved after the tornado had dissipated.
Witnesses describe the tornado as throwing wateofdhe sides, like a waterfall. Gale
winds that accompanied the storm brought 5 eledtpoles down along W. Glenlord
Road”

June 26, 1956

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A small but violent windstorm swept through sevédoahlized areas including Sodus
Township, Pipestone Township, Berrien Township iles about 1:40pm. A barn in
Sodus had the roof ripped off carrying it 400 fieé&b a cherry orchard. Unfortunately
the destroyed barn was constructed of material istrge Ukrainian Pavilion at the 1933
Worlds Fair in Chicago. Nearly an inch of rain wasasured in Sodus within a
timeframe of 30 minutes. Winds strong enough t@ophuge trees were also reported.
M-140 north of Niles City and River Road in Soduswvhship were completely blocked
while road crews removed large trees from the r@adwunnel clouds were spotted by
MSP Niles Troopers who described them as a “baimatin” and the wind “sounded like
a freight train”. One funnel cloud was reportegassing over Niles at an altitude of
2,000 feet but never touched the ground while ivedonortheast. There was at least one
touch down just southwest of Niles and the tornade rated at an F2with path of .10
mile and width of 17 yards. Lightning also strickesidence in Eau Claire on Pipestone
Road which resulted in a television rotor explodikgocking three people to the floor.
They reported that their TV and refrigerator wermed from the lightning strik€'

June 22, 1957
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Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0 ,
An F1 tornado traveled from Eau Claire into Cassr@g"as one of 4 tornados that spun
up over Southern Lower Michigan around 5:05rReports were made of barns
damaged and destroyed in the &'€®Vidth of the tornado was reported as 50 yards and
path was 10.7 miles long causing $25,000 in prgpmamage.

May 31, 1958
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
As folks were celebrating the Memorial Day weekemélerce tornado set down on
Sherwood Bay area of Paw Paw Lake sending a grb2p children into the basement
cellar. The 33 yard-wide tornado was only ratedra&0 when it struck at 7:45pm
carving out an 8.8 mile path. A porch was blowhaoid trees were uprooted but no
injuries were reported during this brief touch dowAresident in Riverside saw 3 funnel
clouds but none of them developed into a tornaffinds were measured at over 60mph
and 1.71 inches of rain dropped over the area. t@edimb fell onto a car along Colfax
in Benton Harbor and $500 in damage was repdiied.otal damage from the storm was
$25,000.

June 16, 1960

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
An F2 tornado carved a small path just north oéslit 5:58pmM:" Michigan State
Police from the Niles Post described it as a “bagado”. Another localized wind
storm struck Sodus and Pipestone Township, upr@atées and damaging barns,
dropping nearly an inch of rain in 30 minutes. rfyncherry trees were blown over on
one farm near SoduU$.Total damage was estimated at $2,500.

March 4, 1961
Deaths — livestock (10 cows)
Injuries — 0
An F2 tornad& touched down in the southwest portion of Berri@uy at 7:10pm and
left a 6.5 mile long, 440 yard wide path of destiut between Grand Beach and Three
Oaks. Extensive property damage was reportedmatherous downed trees and power
lines. In total, over $250,000 in damage was rggbin this tornado’s wakg. A dairy
farm on Basswood Road received the brunt of theag@mdemolishing a giant barn, a
newly built milk house and fatally injuring at léd$) milk cows in the fleeing herd.
Witnesses said 2 inches of rain fell in a shortqukof time and when they went outside
to check for damage, there was absolute stillnedséence right before the tornado
hit.XX"

April 30, 1962
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
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As tornado sightings and damage were being repartedrrounding counties, Niles felt
the fury of the violent storm that had been traveyshe Midwest. The Modineer
Company in Niles was the hardest hit. As 40 emgdsywere up near the front of the
shop washing up, they experienced cyclone-like wiipeel the roof back like a banana”.
No one was injured but one employee was brieflygeal under a heavy bench as a large
chunk of roof had fallen on top of him. Clocksahghout the plant all stopped at
3:26pm. Half of the roof had been peeled backfapged into a yard. The southwest
wall was bulging in and much of their machinery wlasnched from the rain and covered
with debris. Winds were in excess of 80fiihand estimated damage was $75,000.
Some residents reported windows blown out of themes and power outages in Niles
and Buchanaf{."

July 5, 1966
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A mild afternoon storm produced winds up to 30mpkhie St. Joseph/Benton Harbor
area and a brief but intense shower did little mbas wet the ground. However, a
resident of Berrien Springs reported seeing tHeota funnel cloud dip down about 100
yards from him and then dissip&té.

April 21, 1967
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0

A small F2 rated tornadd' was reported just north of Stevensville at 7:25pktthough
the path of damage was small; 1 mile long and 8iilyards wide, over $250,000 of
property damag& The tornado inflicted major damage in Lincoln Thip at two
Lakeshore Schools. The gymnasium being construttéee Junior High School was
completely destroyed, leveling 19 foot walls whiwd to be rebuilt. The High School
gymnasium also suffered damage when the roof cinde# making it buckle and panes
of glass were broken in the corridors. Piece®of were found up to %2 mile away.
Custodians in the building at the time reportedifgea “vacuum and a deep stillness”
before the storm hit. Bridgman High School alsffesed roof damage and residents
south of Sodus Township experienced damage to stmetlbarng™"

June 11, 1967
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0 _
An FO tornado touched down along the shorelinemairiStevensville at 5:20pM

August 1, 1970
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Destructive winds and lightning hit southern Bemr@ounty in this early morning storm.
Many roads were blocked by trees and residents \&revithout power. One person
reported their house trailer on Range Line Roadm@aged about 3 feet off its
foundation. A tornado warning was issued by thiedNCity Police after two patrolmen
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spotted what they believed to be a funnel cloudt alorth of the city. They said the
funnel was about 500 feet in the air but did nattodown. A Deputy from Berrien
County said his car was turned completely arourttienwinds while patrolling the
Skyline Plaza area on East Front Street. Otheas p&Berrien County also experienced
the wrath of this storm as well. A lightning stikt the Crystal substation just east of
Fair left many in Benton Township without power anlllown fuse line in the Coloma
area knocked out power for less than 2 hdtirs.

June 14,1972
Deaths — livestock (pig)
Injuries — 0
High winds and thunderstorms rolled through the anea line from Bridgman to Coloma
around 5:30pm, damaging houses and barns in is Jdte National Weather Service
confirmed that an F2 tornado did touch down justmof Baroda with a width of 70
yards and swept over a 1.3 mile p&th.An injured pig had to be put down after the barn
it was in fell to the groun” The barn was on the property of Michigan State
Representative Harry Gast at the corner of Linemld W. Linco”™" Total damage was
set at $2,500.

June 20, 1974

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Thunderstorms with wind gusts estimated at up t@S80mph struck Berrien County
about 10:00pm. Power outages ranged from Stevngyithe St. Joseph industrial area,
even including the Berrien County Courthouse arld 2a F2 tornad§™" touched
down in Pipestone Township leveling a 100 yearbalch, 45 cherry trees and various
others. Width of the tornado was 100 yards ang#ik was .8 of a mile. Witnesses
were convinced it was a tornado and describeddbedsas a rush of wind but “a
different kind of wind”. A tree was also reportedhave fallen on a residence in
Pipestone Township directly onto a spare bedrooimswliackily no one was in at the
time.*™" Total property damage was $25,000.

September 21, 1974

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Six waterspouts spotted in Lake Michigan turned ihtornados once they made land
causing property damage in Stevensville and SeplosOne tornado was rated an FO;
33 yards wide with a %2 mile damage path and theratlas an F1; 33 yards wide with a
1 ¥ mile damage patff"" Most of the damage was reported along W. GleriRwdd
and Lakeshore Drive. US Coast Guard personnetdiadme to the aid of one boater
who was brought back to shore safely while windsevesstimated at up to 54mph. The
extent of damage included roofs, windows and bldawn trees. Fire departments in St.
Joseph and Benton Township reported lightning esrikt residences causing minor
damage®™™" Total damage from both tornadoes was given af)$50

May 20, 1975
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Deaths — 4

Injuries — 1
An F1 tornado, 33 yards wide touched down on théhiest side of Three Oaks leaving
a % mile patf™™" The storm with 93mph gusts along the lakefroainced the lives of
a Benton Harbor father and his two sons who wet@onu.ake Michigan fishing. They
were believed to have drowned off of Grand MergeSeark in Lincoln Township when
Deputies found their boat unoccupied. A 16 yedrTdiree Oaks teen was struck by
lightning as he worked in a field southwest of @ali Homes were also damaged in
Bridgman, Three Oaks, and St. Joseph while busesessstained damage in Benton
Township, Hagar Township, Eau Claire and New BoffaDne Eau Claire student was
slightly injured when they were ordered out of #lthool bus while at a track meet in
New Buffalo. Students jumped into a nearby dit¢tewthe tornado siren was sounded.
The student received scratches and cuts from leitig ditch™*™ Total property
damage was listed at $25,000.

March 4, 1976

Deaths — 0

Injuries - 8
Strong thunderstorms across much of Southwestechilyin spawned a huge F2
tornadd' that injured 9 people, downed trees and powesileweled numerous
buildings, and left in excess of $250,000 in damabeis tornado measured 100 yards
wide and its 20 mile track started just south @vBhsville and traveled northeast
through Berrien County and into Van Buren CoutityThe tornado cut through Lincoln
Township damaging 15 homes and injuring 8 peoplest of the homes were mobile
homes located at Lincoln and West John Beers Rba@ine pregnant woman was even
tossed 50 feet out of her mobile hoiffe.

March 12, 1976

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Tornados touched down in Northern Indiana and ac&msithern Michigan including an
F2 which twisted from the state line towards Newylt" This 83 yard wide tornado
trekked 10.10 miles casing $25,000 worth of damddeaths and injuries were reported
in other stat?s but Michigan was spared as thisathy outbreak reached from Alabama

XIv

to Michigan?™ One tornado in the Chicago area narrowly missediéfent Gerald
Ford's motorcade while he was campaigning in thieolis Primary"!

June 28, 1977

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Thunderstorm spawned an F1 torn&ddn northern Berrien County, causing trees to be
knocked over in the Coloma and Watervliet area)enmil damage was reported to fruit
and trees in Hagar Township. The tornado measi@gards across and swept over 4.5
miles. In addition, a house and garage were stoydightning in Niles with
approximately $1,000 worth of damagf€. Total damage was assessed at $2,500.
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September 1, 1977
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Police spotted a tornado in downtown Berrien Sggwgere it knocked over a large tree.
Officials stated that 2 inches of rain fell in Ealaire ™ National Weather Service rated
the tornado as an FO with a 60 yard width and h p&¥2 mile

June 17,1978

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A severe thunderstorm and F1 tornhdear Lakeside and Harbert around 1am ripped
through the area causing widespread damage and potages. The tornado was 40
yards wide and traveled 1 mile. A roof was rippéica residence in Galien and some of
the roof shingles were found %2 mile away. Somasane Bridgman also received
extensive damage while the DC Cook Plant reportedsvof 78mph. A portion of roof
was ripped from a business in Bridgman and a taeeewly missed hitting Bridgman
High School. At one point during the storm, aslkehl fire departments responded to
various calls of downed power lines and ||ghtn|trg<es'“ Total property damage was
set at $2,500.

June 26, 1978
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
The Michigan State Police reported two tornadotsigis at 9:45am. The first one was
sighted aloft in the vicinity of Freehling RoadBuchanan, headed north towards Berrien
Springs. The second sighting was in the vicinitfronwood Road headlng west towards
Niles. Winds had knocked down tree branches alamyvood Road arey.

April 12, 1979
Deaths — 0 (2 livestock)
Injuries — 6
An F2 tornado skipped through Buchanan Townshiprad®:30pm with little warning,
injuring 6 people. Overall loss was estimatedbate $250,008 and two beef cattle
perished when the barn they were in collagsebhe most extensive damage was found
on Broceous School Road where several homes weskete Aerial views showed a
very visible path. Most injuries were the resultiebris falling and included scrapes,
cuts and sprain¥. Officials determined the tornado was rated a2fiand left a 6
mile, 60 yard wide patf{"

October 6, 1979
Deaths — 0
, Injuries — 0
A cold-air FO tornad8 formed over Lake Michigan and touched down brigfljNew
Buffalo Township at 11:02af The path was 300 yards long, 60 yards wide aasl w
located near Wilson Road and the State Line cawgiogt $25,000 in damage. Roofs
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were torn off of several residences in the are@ofers reported seeing as many as 7
funnel clouds moving in from the lake but only appeared to touch dovh.

June 6, 1980
Deaths — 0

) _Injuries -0
An F1 tornadd' striking at 3:20AM™ caused major damage to at least 3 residences with
other damage and downed power lines. Hardestdstarsubdivision 3 miles north of
Niles and in Galien Township where a home was pligheut a foot off its cement
blocks. Property damage was assessed at $25J0@0same storm in the South Bend
area claimed the life of a pilot who was tryindaad his Piper aircraft at the South Bend
Airport during the storn"

June 20, 1981

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
An F2 tornad8' touched down in Berrien Springs damaging 34 homggoting trees
and knocking out electricity. Hardest hit was thpecross the north side near Bluff,
Kephart and Madison Streets. The width of tormade 500 yards and traveled 1 %
miles causing $250,000 in damage. Businesse®afsrienced damage to their roofs,
even as hundreds of people camped out at the BeZoenty Fairgrounds for a dog and
horse slhow. As a second front moved through, aéwesbile homes were damaged in
XVI

Baroda:

September 21, 1987

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0 )
A cold air funnel reportedly touched down briefigdoming an FO tornatf¥' in Lincoln
Township and moved in a northeasterly directiofth@ugh no damage was reported,
Stewart Elementary personnel noticed their windsgseaking and rattling while
businesses in the area reported seeing very dik akd flooding™" The 10 yard wide
tornado was only on the ground for .2 miles.

July 16, 1988
Deaths -1

Injuries — 4
Described by witnesses as a “circulating huge wdldad”, residents of Sodus Township
and Benton Township experienced damage to homeprapérty while Lake Michigan
claimed the life of a man who drowned off TiscorBieach. The National Weather
Service rated the tornado as an FO with a widtB3ofards and a path of 2.1 mif&s.
Winds were reported at 70mph and left many scramglibr shelter at the annual
Venetian Festival along the bluff in St. Joseplhret festival attendees reported minor
injuries while another man nearly drowned off of Wéa Dunes State Park in Lake
Township. Lake swells were up to 8 feet and mavatdbwere damaged.Property
damage was listed as $250,000.
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Auqgust 16, 1997
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0 _
Waterspout tracked from near state line towardshMita shorelin&”

August 25, 1998

Deaths — 1

Injuries — 0
Over 41,500 people were without power and extengareage reported when strong
thunderstorms produced a 2 mile long, 400 yard \Fitieated tornad’ just southeast
of Niles City. Although the tornado was small lmparison, over $1.1 million dollars
in damage was reported. Roofs were ripped offiefRrench Paper Company and D&D
Tire.*" Demond Grocery lost $20,000 worth of perishabtefitems due to the
extended power outage. Over 60 homes were damaped;15 streets were blocked at
one time due to trees down. With winds reporte@Oatph and golf ball sized hail, the
Michigan Governor declared the city of Niles a 8tat Emergency. Sadly, an off-duty
Michigan State Trooper from the Niles Post tradjclast his life due to this storm when
he was electrocuted by a downed power 'Ifffe.The Trooper and his wife were
surveying damage along Niles-Buchanan Road whendtkto brush aside a live wire in
his pathlzowlxxvi

October 24, 2001
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
An F1 tornado 440 yards wide struck 6 miles soditNiles carving out a 3 mile path that
ended up 1 mile southeast of Niles. Damage tatate $750,000.

July 21, 2004
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A weak FO tornado touched down near the intersecfdValton and Smith Roads, just
west of US-31 between Buchanan and Nif& The touchdown occurred in a corn field
southwest of this intersection and quickly liftetihhe path was approximately 50 yards
and was roughly 50 feet wide. The majority of thadwdamage was caused by straight
line winds estimated between 70 and 85mph. Twandisttamage tracks were noted in
the area, with several tree limbs broken off, a f@nge trees uprooted, power poles
damaged and some structural damage. Damage wakalotg) a 14 mile long track
starting from just north of Clear Lake extendingtea the north side of Buchanan. The
damage track continued into the northern part éé\&nd then crossing into western
Cass Count{

April 26, 2007
Deaths — 0
Injures - 0 _
An EF1 tornado touched down just west of Berrierir@s* Berrien County
Emergency Management and the National Weather &eoffice confirmed the tornado
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was on the ground for approximately % of a milexfnoear the intersection of Shawnee
and Garr Roads to near the intersection of Lem@ekCRoad and Redbud Trail. The
width was about 50 yards and traveled about 1 nSleveral softwood trees were
snapped and some minor damage to buildings occurhesl damage is consistent with
an EF1 rating on the Enhanced Fuijita Scale withimam winds estimated at 90mf

Berrien County Hazards — Seiche

April 7, 1893
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Described as a “tremendous tidal wave”, water swefsfbom Lake Michigan in St.
Joseph about 9:00PM. The water extended overedhehb600 to 700 feet. Water in the
St. Joseph River rose to a height of four or feetfabove normal. The big wave swept
away every moving thing before it and receded withfew minutes. Remarkably, there
was no rough weather on the lake at the time.

August 3, 1960

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Hundreds of limbs and entire trees were blown dowhe 70mph winds of the storm
that ripped through the area around 11:00AM. Udiehigan produced a “seiche”
which resulted in a 4-foot surge on the shoreliNe. injuries were reported as a result of
this occurrence on this side of the lake but asshehe” returned towards the west, a
Chicago man in a boat lost his life. A newly coasted kitchen building still being
worked on at the Berrien County Fairgrounds wasidgpnd to the ground in the high
winds. Lightning struck a TV antenna in Three Oakd only the TV was damaged but
luckily no fire broke out®

Berrien County Hazards — Severe Winds

July 11, 1874
Deaths — 2 children

Injuries — 0
“The Hurricane in Michigan” swept over Bertrand Trship, causing considerable
damage and loss of property as well as the liveawofchildren. Nearly every house in
Bertrand Village was damaged in some way. The .[HiGbee barn was unroofed and
all of his apple and cherry trees were destroystimated damage was put at $200. The
farms of Charles Herman and V. R. Habs also susfatonsiderable damage. Fences
were laid flat and wheat blown down. Four childvegre on the bridge when the storm
came up. One boy escaped but little Eddie Claffag picked up and thrown over the
railing and into the river. The little girl whosest name was Batson held on with all her
might but Eddie slipped from her grips. She wasuwed but the bodies of Eddie and the

10
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other boy were recovered two days later about a dalvn river. Total damage in
Bertrand was estimated as $1,089.

August 22, 1910
Deaths — livestock (1 cow)
Injuries — 2
A 2:00am storm brought about 50mph winds, haih emd lightning, all of which
resulting in severe damage to many structuresariNites area. The Chicago Fan
Company located near the Michigan Central Railma#tered the most damage where as
the 2-story brick building was reduced to rubbiféfty machines in the building were
also damaged and big timbers were flung aboutthiky were paper. Loss was placed at
$60,000. The smokestack of the Niles Paper Compasyalso blown down during the
storm and the west wall of the Niles Board and P&mempany was blown inwards.
They estimate losses at a couple hundred dolruple sleeping in their bed were
temporarily paralyzed as their home was struckidgiytiing. They remained semi-
conscious for several hours. Even Berrien Coumtglddsheriff Starkweather felt the ill-
effects of the storm when he lost one of his prizedines. Three of them were huddled
under a tree when one was struck by a bolt of higigt and instantly killed. In addition,
many fruit trees were damaged, some being uprotibage twisted and much of the
fruit was destroye™"

October 21-22, 1929

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A Nor'wester, “October Hurricane” flanked the azausing catastrophic damage to
areas along Lake Michigan. The storm came ashgendrth and by the following day
had veered to the southwest causing a constaetipgtof the shoreline. Several homes
in the Higman Park area of Benton Harbor literatylapsed into the lake, foundations
being swept away. The rip-roaring storm was béaited as the worst in the last 36
years. Debris littered the shores with large laxgd water-soaked timbers. Roads
washed out in St. Joseph and Benton Harbor cawstgy pumping stations to be put out
of commission. Early estimates put damage withéndounty at $100,000. Michigan
City, Indiana reported $300,000 |J8%"

September 2, 1952

Deaths — 2

Injuries — 1
High winds and rain dampened Labor Day celebrationie St. Joseph/Benton Harbor
area as a storm swept over Lake Michigan and |lgaatiteast 2 persons dead in its wake.
St. Joseph Coastguardsmen said the wind velodi§2mph at 9:15am. A cabin cruiser
owned by a prominent Benton Harbor laundryman bdekttowed in as a squall
slammed it up against the South Pier. The manvede compound fracture to his leg
and his 4 passenger’s barley escaped d&4th.

July 9, 1955
Deaths — 1

11
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Injuries — 1
A gale force storm swept up over Lake Michigan imgrl75mph winds over St. Joseph,
Benton Harbor and the Shoreham area knocking doees tflooding roads, and
tragically taking the life of a visitor to the areAs a man and his wife were driving south
of St. Joseph, a huge tree fell onto their movielgiele, causing massive internal injuries
to him that would turn fatal while she was treaaed released. Many boaters out
enjoying the season found themselves strugglingerferocious winds, many of them
beaching their vessels and suffering dant&fe.

August 3, 1960

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Hundreds of limbs and entire trees were blown dowhe 70mph winds of the storm
that ripped through the area around 11:00AM. Udiehigan produced a “seiche”
which resulted in a 4-foot surge on the shoreliNe. injuries were reported as a result of
this occurrence on this side of the lake but asshehe” returned towards the west, a
Chicago man in a boat lost his life. A newly coasted kitchen building still being
worked on at the Berrien County Fairgrounds wasigpnd to the ground in the high
winds. Lightning struck a TV antenna in Three Oakd only the TV was damaged but
luckily no fire broke out®"!

July 10, 1966
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A mid-day storm brought fierce winds and lightnioghe area. Many trees and limbs
were blown across power lines in the St. Joseph,(Haire and Bridgman areas
interrupting service for several hours. St. JosEplinship had to wait even longer when
two feeder lines to the Hickory Creek substatiomenAlanocked out. A Niles family
barely escaped serious injury when the convertii#g were in was toppled by a large
tree near Rocky Gap Beach. The fallen tree haggaichlive power lines close to the car
but not quite close enough to short circuit. Llickhe tree hit the back end of the car as
only the rear window and the trunk were damagedhthing did strike a barn on Pucker
Street Road in Niles Township which quickly consdrtige structure. The 40X20
structure was used to store farm machinery and dlstraw "

June 17,1970

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A wind storm whipped through the area in the ldteraoon and left plenty of downed
power lines and fallen trees in the aftermath. ifjlaries were reported as a result of the
storm but two Chicago men were rescued from thelSBier in St. Joseph and two
South Bend men were rescued from Lake Michigan Near Buffalo after their sailboat
capsized. According to the US Coast Guard Statié@t. Joseph and Ross Airfield in
Benton Harbor, winds gusted up to 65mph and th@éeatures went from 90 degrees at
4:00pm to 75 degrees shortly afterward. Wavesenake were 8-10 feet and were
swamping the South Pier. Reports of trees dowrbéoaking roadways were made in

12
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Royalton Township and in Benton Harbor. Plentyesidents would be without power
as 1&M estimated about 2,000 customers in Berrienr@®y would be affectetf*™

August 1, 1970

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Destructive winds and lightning hit the southerarmty in an early morning storm. Many
roads were blocked by trees and residents weritfout power. One person reported
their house trailer on Range Line Road was movediab feet off its foundation. A
tornado warning was issued by the Niles City Pddifter two patrolmen spotted what
they believed to be a funnel cloud aloft northid tity. They said the funnel was about
500 feet in the air but did not touch down. A Digpiiom Berrien County said his car
was turned completely around in the winds whilegiling the Skyline Plaza area on
East Front Street. A willow tree was split intaotly a bolt of lightning and windows
were blown out of homes in Bertrand Township. Otbeats of Berrien County also
experienced the wrath of this storm as well. Atigng strike at the Crystal substation
just east of Fair left many in Benton Township with power as well as Coloma.

March 17, 1973
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Winds up to 72mph stirred up Lake Michigan, creati2 foot waves at the St. Joseph
Pier. Residents along Lions Park Drive watcheadggroofs blow off in the wind$.

June 20, 1974

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Thunderstorms with wind gusts estimated at up tor5®0mph struck the area about
10:00pm. Power outages ranged from Stevensvillee&t. Joseph industrial area, even
including the Berrien County Courthouse and JAih. F2 tornad&™" touched down in
Pipestone Township leveling a 100 year old barrghEsry trees and various others.
Witnesses were convinced it was a tornado and itbesicthe sound as a rush of wind but
“a different kind of wind”. A tree was also repedtto have fallen on a residence in
Pipestone Township directly onto a spare bedrooimswlinckily no one was in at the
time. Power outages were reported in Niles andtplenlightning strikes kept area fire
departments busy in the St. Joseph and Benton Togvaseas. Road crews worked until
4am clearing fallen trees and branctés.

September 21, 1974

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Six water spouts churned the surface of Lake Mehigt 8:45am. Four of these water
spouts dissipated but two managed to move inlandicg property damage and scaring
many boaters on the lake. US Coast Guard persam&! Joseph confirmed the
sighting at 9:05am. Most of the damage was redant¢he area of Glenlord Road in
Stevensville and along the bluff in south St. Jbsepamage included a barn being
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demolished, siding being lifted about 50 feet itite air, windows being broken out of
residences, roof damage, trees ripped apart aed peht. The extent of event was over
by 10am and wind velocity was estimated at 54fiph.

June 13, 1976
Deaths — 1
Injuries — 0
As the 60mph winds kicked up the dust of tillechidields, a 45-year old Sodus woman
went out to retrieve a sign that was blowing awathe wind when a large maple tree fell
and crushed her beneath it. Power outages werespictad, many due to tree limbs
toppling transmission line$!

June 27, 1978
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 1
A 43-year old Niles woman suffered a laceratiofotehead and broken foot after a tree
fell on top of the vehicle she had just gotten ittwing a wind storm. The 5 foot
diameter tree fell on top of 4 vehicles, pinning thoman behind the steering wheel for
approximately 30 minutes

July 16, 1980
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 1
Thunderstorms erupted creating a squall line abdesguent Derecho in the early
morning hours. As the storm surged, it blastegdlwre with measured winds gusts of
98mph at the St. Joseph US Coast Guard stationl8Ayear old Berrien Springs woman
suffered a fractured pelvis and chest injuriesyad@th camp near Watervliet after a tree
fell on top of her. A 9-year old Cass County baswkilled, however, as a tree collapsed
onto his hous&™ Damage from this storm was in the millions actthesChicago-
Metro are&™" and continued with maximum intensity as it tragersower Michigan.
Washtenaw County estimated their wind speeds anhp@tnd 150mph in Wayne
County. Extensive documentation was done thevotlg year by Fujita and Wakimoto
who indicated that damage was estimated at $65@Nl&cross the 4-state region of
Michigan, lllinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota. Todaglollar figures would put that
estimate closer to $1.3 Billion strictly from thiessght-line winds, exceeding many
damage tallies from hurricanes and tornadds.

July 2, 1997
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A series of intense thunderstorms passed throwghréla spawning straight-line winds
and heavy rainfall. Scottdale in Royalton Towndhagl 2% inch diameter hail fall for 20
minutes with 70mph winds. 2% inches of rain felan hour in Niles. $1 Million in
damage was done in Berrien Couhty.

May 17, 1999
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Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A strong storm system raced through Berrien Cobntyging with it high winds, heavy
rain and hail. Wind gusts of up to 70mph downedyrtaeces and branches, causing
widespread damage and power outdjes.

March 9, 2002
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
An unusually strong cold front moved through Berr@ounty with 70mph average
winds that gusted up to 85mph. Wide scale damageraported in the wake of this

event®

May 21, 2004
Deaths -1

Injuries — 0
Thunderstorm winds up to 70mph, large hail andhflésoding occurred as a squall line
causing a Derecho moved from Benton Harbor to AsoA Hundreds of trees were
knocked down and thousands of people are withowepd' One person was killed
when a tree fell on a car at 12:15pm in Coloftia.

December 23, 2007
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Strong gusty winds occurred along a line of showleais developed ahead of a cold front
during the early morning houf$.At 4:35am, the Benton Harbor Airport reported egn
gusting at 55mph. Law enforcement in Three Oalktechoumerous trees down due to
high winds around 4:22af.

Berrien County Hazards — Dam Failures

Mid 1970's

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
The American Electric Power Hydroelectric Dam imriBen Springs underwent a major
renovation when portions of the east embankmemagstd due to erosion. Although the
dam was never in danger of failing, the outcomerkiream would have been
catastrophic. Heavy equipment was brought in leyutiility and both sides of the
structure were shored up and reinfor€€d.

June 25-26, 1978
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
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A series of thunderstorms and torrential downptagan devastating areas in Berrien
and Niles Townships. Flash flooding on a grandescaused washouts on roadways and
some streets became waterways. A private dansqush of Ullery Road near US 31
collapsed which sent tons of water hurling dowretyllRoad and eventually onto US 31.
Keill's Pond rose 15 feet in 6 minutes and racetbirents onto adjoining properti€s.
Parts of US 31 near Daniel Boone Trail actuallyggaut when the ground underneath
became waterlogged. Residents at the Marine Tekpartments had to be evacuated
because of the rushing water along the St. Joseygn. REven with the deluge of water,
predictions were that more rain was comifigFinal farm damage assessment was put at
$3.6 million™

Summer 1981

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Heavy rains throughout the spring and early sunpteed major stress on the Dayton
Lake Dam in southern Berrien County. The largeinas of water added to the already
degrading structural integrity of the dam causingipns of the earthen embankments to
wash out. Several surrounding areas were floodddLanajor road was washed out due
to this event. The dam held, however, major retiomavas completed to upgrade and
improve the dam since this was the second incideless than 15 years and a
catastrophic failure was deemed imminght.

Berrien County Hazards — Lightning

April 18, 1898
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0

Lightning struck a home 4 miles north of Niles, efhbroke out all the window panes in
the house, shattered 2 doors into splinters anehetbe injured the building. It then set
fire to 3 large trees. Of the several inmatediefttome, not one was injured and their
escape is considered miraculétis.

May 7, 1899
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 3
During an electrical storm, the home of a woman laerd2 young daughters was struck
by lightning. All three of them received injuri€s.

May 27, 1899
Deaths — 1 (plus many cows and horses)

Injuries — 0
Hailed as the “worst electric storm ever known enBn Harbor” most eloquently
described as “blinding and contiguous and the spagts or low rumblings of thunder
was incessant, lasting for longer than usual imdleustorms.” The rain, hail and
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lightning were present but wind was said to beveoy strong. One man was killed as he
took refuge with his bicycle underneath a tree wiharas struck by lightning™"

Damage was very high due to lightning strikes dnadfires that ensued. Many livestock
were directly struck by lightning bolts and homiessinesses, and barns in Benton
Harbor, St. Joseph, Coloma and Baroda were danmagedestroyed. The Twin City
Phone Company put their losses at $150 while theRRawv Lake Pavilion was about
$200>

August 22, 1910
Deaths — livestock (1 cow)
Injuries — 2
A 2:00am storm brought about 50mph winds, haih ead lightning, all of which
resulting in severe damage to many structuresariNites area. The Chicago Fan
Company located near the Michigan Central Railm#tered the most damage where as
the 2-story brick building was reduced to rubbifefty machines in the building were
also damaged and big timbers were flung aboutthkg were paper. Loss was placed at
$60,000. The smokestack of the Niles Paper Compasyalso blown down during the
storm and the west wall of the Niles Board and P&umempany was blown inwards.
They estimate losses at a couple hundred dolsouple sleeping in their bed were
temporarily paralyzed as their home was struckiddything. They remained semi-
conscious for several hours. Even Berrien Coumtgiddsheriff Starkweather felt the ill-
effects of the storm when he lost one of his prizedines. Three of them were huddled
under a tree when one was struck by a bolt of higigt and instantly killed. In addition,
many fruit trees were damaged, some being uprotabage twisted and much of the
fruit was destroyed."'

June 15, 1976
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
St. Joseph Township Firefighters were called to gmparate house fires involving
lightning strikes in less than two hours. Damage winor but did include interior
damage, brick shattering, scorched walls, ceiliagnage, stove and television
damagée””"

June 12,1978

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 1
A swift moving storm in the morning dropped abol8”df rain in about 90 minutes and
lightning from the storm struck a TV antenna in BenTownship which started the
interior on fire. It was reported that draperieanthe outlet caught on fire and as one of
the residents tried to extinguish the flames, laér Wwas singed in the fire. The fire did
burn into the living room and caused heavy smokeadge estimated at $15,000.
Downed high power lines hitting the wet grass putjaite a show in St. Joseph but
caused no damage but I&M crews were quickly didpeddo repair all downed liné€""

June 13, 1994
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Deaths — 0

Injuries — 1
A swift moving storm in the morning dropped abol& thch of rain in about 90 minutes
and lightning from the storm struck a TV antenn&énton Township which started the
interior on fire. It was reported that draperieanthe outlet caught on fire and as one of
the residents tried to extinguish the flames, taérWwas singed in the fire. The fire did
burn into the living room and caused heavy smokeatge estimated at $15,000.
Downed high power lines hitting the wet grass putjaite a show in St. Joseph but
caused no damage but 1&M crews were quickly digpeddo repair all downed lin€€:

June 12, 2001
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Severe thunderstorm ravaged the area with highswihightning struck Briarwood
Apartments in Benton Township, destroying the m@fodne building and wrecking two
apartments. 35 residents had to be evacuated ang apartments received extensive
smoke and water damages. Total damage was $800;000

June 30, 2002

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 1
A Berrien Springs Oronoko Township Police Officeceived a shock from a jolt of
lightning while directing traffic during a thundéosm. Although the actual impact of the
lightning bolt was in open ground over % mile awtg officer received a hit from
“trailer bolts” off of the main bolt. He was treaktand released from the hospital but
never returned to duty from this evéfit.

Berrien County Hazards — Great Lakes Shoreline Floding/Erosion

October 21-22, 1929

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A Nor'wester, “October Hurricane” flanked the asusing catastrophic damage to
areas along Lake Michigan. The storm came asharandrth and by the following day
had veered to the southwest causing a constaeripgtof the shoreline. Several homes
in the Higman Park area of Benton Harbor literathflapsed into the lake, foundations
being swept away. The rip-roaring storm was béaited as the worst in the last 36
years. Debris littered the shores with large laggd water-soaked timbers. Roads
washed out in St. Joseph and Benton Harbor cawstegy pumping stations to be put out
of commission. Early estimates put damage withendounty at $100,000. Michigan
City, IN reported $300,000 |0$%"'

August 3, 1960
Deaths — 0
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Injuries — 0
Hundreds of limbs and entire trees were blown dowthe 70 mph winds of the storm
that ripped through Berrien County around 11:00AMke Michigan produced a
“seiche” which resulted in a 4-foot surge on thershine of Berrien County. No injuries
were reported as a result of this occurrence andilie of the lake but as the “seiche”
returned towards the west, a Chicago man in albsgahis life. A newly constructed
kitchen building still being worked on at the BerriCounty Fairgrounds was brought to
the ground in the high winds. Lightning struck dntenna in Three Oaks and only the
TV was damaged but luckily no fire broke &tit!

April 6-7, 1997
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0

An intense low pressure system moving across Laikilyan brought gale force winds
to much of Lower Michigan, including Berrien Count8ustained wind speeds of 50mph
with gusts of up to 70mph spawned Lake Michiganegawn height of 10-15 feet,

causing widespread wind damage and massive beasio®r Lake Michigan was nearly
38 inches above average at the time of this st&f.

Berrien County Hazards — Hall

March 15, 1945
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
A hailstorm riddled a two-mile wide swath along Boyoad in Coloma, causing
thousands of dollars in damage. Farmers in thee @m@orted 100% losses to glass and
roofs, some even reporting hailstones breakingujinooofs and landing in living rooms.
Sizes of the hailstones ranged from 4-5 inched, gl and hickory nut siz&

July 7, 1955
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A short hailstorm followed by an intense 15 mintatimfall destroyed several farms along
Clymer Road in Coloma. One farmer said he losadr®s of tomatoes and 6 acres of
cucumbers in the ¥ mile wide path. The ground eea®red with hail, and then % inch
of rain fell in a matter of 15 minuté%Y'

July 12. 1975
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
165 farms constituting 10,000 acres in Hagar, Calamd Watervliet Townships was
battered by hail during a 15-30 minute storm. $éeere center of the storm was a “box”
bordered by Maple Lane, North Coloma Road, Northr@p Line Road and 1-196.
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Many of the farms were literally wiped clean of gspincluding blueberries, grapes,
tomatoes, melons and cdri!"

June 25, 1978
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Farms in Berrien and Niles Township, as well as Ekire and Niles City were badly
damaged by hail and torrential rain. Plants wea ldown as the storm dropped over 5
inches of rain in 90 minutes. Losses were beitignased at $3.6 Millior?*""

March 27, 1991
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Baseball sized hail was reported in the vicinityBoichanan, causing massive damage to
crops while the rest of Lower Michigan experiencedsiderable damage as well,
included 3 deaths and 27 reported injuries throughwe are&™”

July 2, 1997
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A severe thunderstorm during the early morning s@aunded the area with 1 to 2%
inch hail causing agricultural losses of nearly28dillion. Hail destroyed 280 acres of
fruits and 100 acres of vegetables on one farmealloa 2 mile swath from Stevensville
southeast to the county line. The 20 minute haitsthad accompanying straight line
winds estimated as high as 70mph and left abo®0®Phomes without powé&r™

May 7, 2003
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Berrien Springs reported hail the size of quanteopping for nearly 20 minutes as one
area nursery estimated over $8,000 in damage extéivplants, flowers and the

CXXXi

building.

August 3, 2003
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0 )
A thunderstorm produced dime sized hail in the ®aks ared™™"

Berrien County Hazards — Riverine Flooding

April 25, 1902
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
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“The worst flood ever known in the business parBehton Harbor” read the news wires.
A heavy rainstorm with lightning flooded the stieehe streets resembled swift flowing
creeks with bill boards, signs and loose lumbeditfteg over the pavements. The St.
Joseph River is out of its banks in places. Muaimage was reportedly done by the
lightning as welf*"

March 8, 1908

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
“The worst flood in many years” when “creeks becamall rivers”. Heavy rains and
melting snow turned the St. Joseph and Paw PawsRagewell as Hickory and Ox
Creeks into powers of destruction and they washads and bridges away. The
Interurban Train system had 150 feet of Earth wasten underneath the track, leaving
the ties exposed in midair. Watervliet experienicedvy damage with the loss of a
highway bridge but with the help of many citizetieg dam was saved. Niles also saw
many homes flooded along the banks of the St. BoRéger. Residents began piling
their belongings in rowboats as all the lowlandsdmee flooded. A coffer dam used in
the construction of the Berrien Springs dam wasalisimed in the flood>"

August 17, 1912

Deaths — 2

Injuries — 0
Thunderstorms with extremely heavy rain moved tghosouthern Michigan and
northern Indiana. Some residents reported thaddimpours were the heaviest they had
ever seen. Niles suffered a million dollars in dgmand there were two fataliti€¥:"
The rains in Coloma wreaked havoc on the interufiven buckling the tracks and
causing washouts near bridg&s"

1920
Deaths — 2
Injuries — 0

The Hickory Creek “Mammoth Flood” of 1920 was réedlby one area resident as being
the worst he had ever seen. Lasting two weeksyéter was 8 feet deep at Hickory
Creek and Cleveland Avenue and the water had bagkéd John Beers Ro&d""

April 7, 1947
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Breaking all previous damage records set from pres/floods, Berrien County
experienced the wrath of Mother Nature and raiaked the area and left rivers to swell
and rise. The heaviest single loss in this disagss the county highway system,
amounting to several hundred thousand dollars alétédeast 5 bridges were washed out
and many others were deemed unsafe due to erdsiba structure. Paw Paw Lake
flooded and many summer homes found themselves water™"" The hardest hit
areas of the county were Benton Harbor, Watern@atyyer and New Troy. The
Watervliet Paper Mill was completely shut down aev continued to rise around the
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building, only being held out by electric pumpsarta lands were washed out including
valuable crops, hundreds of homes were damagedahdestimates of $200,000 might
have been loW>*™

March 19, 1948
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Torrential rains resulted in Paw Paw Lake floodisghanks. Many cottages are
completely surrounded by water and residents haaeuated. Others must use planks or
boats to reach their homes. The road near Criysiakce Wals covered with a foot of
CX

water. Damages were estimated in the thousandsliafs.

April 5, 1950
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A 42 year old record was broken when the St. JoBeypér reached 9 feet over flood
level at the Berrien Springs Dam and flowed norttdaan its trek. River Road in Sodus
Township reported to be under a foot of water girdtches and the edge of the Niles
business district had reached a foot of water dis Weéater crept very close to 2
settlements of homes near the Sommerlayton BrittgegaM-139. Hundreds of acres of
farms were already underwater between Berrien §piamd Benton Harbor. Because
Lake Michigan levels had been down, the river mowey swiftly, some say faster than
they've ever seen it, which helped cut down on sofrtae flooding™

June 26, 1956

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A small but violent windstorm swept through sevéoahlized areas of Berrien County
including Sodus Township, Pipestone Township, Barfiownship and Niles. Nearly an
inch of rain was measured in Sodus within a tirma&af 30 minutes. Winds strong
enough to uproot huge trees were also reported.48and River Road in Sodus
Township were completely blocked while road creammoved large trees from the
roadway:"

August 6, 1958

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 1
Black clouds turned noon into night as the winaked up and a downburst of rain at
about 1 inch in 30 minutes made for a quick but agimg storm. With the flash flooding
from the quick downpour of rain, many roads becélowed and attracted youths. In
the one injury attributed to this storm, a 4-yeldrlmy was swimming in one of these
flooded streets on South McCord in Benton Harblonpat completely submerged when
he was hit by a passing motorist. The boy wagdtkand releasef™

June 16, 1960
Deaths — 0
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Injuries — 0
A localized wind storm struck Sodus and Pipestoomiship, uprooting trees and
damaging barns and dropping nearly an inch ofiraBO minutes. Thirty cherry trees
were blown over on one farm near Sofiffs.

June 25-26, 1978

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
A series of thunderstorms and torrential downpbagan devastating areas in Berrien
and Niles Townships. Flash flooding on a grandescaused washouts on roadways and
some streets became waterways. A private dansqush of Ullery Road near US 31
collapsed which sent tons of water hurling dowretyllRoad and eventually onto US 31.
Parts of US 31 near Daniel Boone Trail actuallyggaut when the ground underneath
became waterlogged. At one point, 4.62 inchesioffell in one houf™’ Residents at
the Marine Terrace Apartments had to be evacuaeduse of the rushing water along
the St. Joseph River. Even with the deluge of watedictions were that more rain was
coming®™' Final farm damage assessment was put at $3.@mff"

March 12, 1979
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Flooding around Paw Paw Lake affected at leastibéBes and caused an estimated
$400,000 in damag&™"

March 1982
Deaths — 1
Injuries — 0
A combination of heavy rainfall and melting snowuked in a major flood disaster for
Berrien County. Damage from the event was estidhat&12 Million and resulted in a
Presidential Major Disaster Declaration. One deah directly attributed to the flood

conditions®™

May 9-10-11, 1996

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Nearly 9 inches of rain fell in a 3 day period,ulésag in massive urban flooding in the
southern part of the county. Rural roads were e@stut and even 1-94 was under a foot
of watef' between the 7 and 8 mile marker. Sawyer Roadk$hd2 were submerged
under nearly 2 feet of water in places. Over 1@@srof county roadways and
approximately 269 homes and 31 businesses repdatedge. The St. Joseph River
crested nearly a foot above flood stage in Nilk<Governor’s Disaster Declaration was
granted due to the magnitude of the evént.

May 16-17-1996
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
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Two days of saturating rains dumped nearly 5 indigsecipitation across much of
southern Berrien County, flooding low lying areasl avashing out many roadways that
had just been previously repaired after floodirggrfrearlier. Water reached the top of
the Dayton Mill Dam but did not overflow. The Stseph River crested at the 11 foot
flood stage in Niles but receded the next %ay.

June 9, 1996

Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Three inches of rain fell in New Buffalo within &our’s time as heavy rains pounded
much of the county throughout the entire day. Gihesewer system was unable to keep
up with the massive rainfall and created backupding in many homes and businesses.
Many roadways were closed due to standing watett@&t. Joseph River in Niles
crested at 2 ¥ feet above flood stage for 3 dafrdeeceding™

July 18, 1996
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Between 2 and 4 inches of rain in a 3 hour delegalted in massive road flooding and
closures. US 12 in Galien was closed to all teatfie to damage from washouts. Many
roads in New Buffalo/Three Oaks area were repdddze under watet”

February 21, 1997
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Widespread flooding occurred throughout Berrien i@pwvith the St. Joseph River
cresting to 3 feet above flood stage in some dféas.

March 1, 1997
Deaths — 0
Injuries — 0
Melting snow from a massive spring like storm sgstontinued to wreck havoc on
Berrien County. The snowmelt, along with the eariddition of saturating rains, caused

the St. Joseph River to exceed flood stage folyeao weeks™

July 2, 1997
Deaths — 0

Injuries — 0
Scottdale had 2% inch diameter hail fell for 20 m@s with 70mph winds. 2% inches of
rain fell in an hour in Niles. $1 Million damageas/done in Berrien Couny/"

May 21, 2004
Deaths -1

Injuries — 0
Severe weather caused widespread damage acroksrsoubwer Michigan.
Thunderstorm winds up to 70mph, large hail anchfiésoding occurred as a squall line
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turned Derecho moved from Benton Harbor to Ann Aridundreds of trees were
knocked down and thousands of people are withowept™ One person was killed
when a tree fell on a car at 12:15pm in Coldta.

Berrien County Hazards — Severe Winter Weather Evets

January 12,1918
Residents awoke to howling winds of 40mph, snouw&ltip to 9 feet high and
temperatures that plunged to 22 below Z&ro.

December 21, 1951
A total of 10,000 tons of snow has been removenhf&i. Joseph city streets by the
public works department after Mother Nature leR0Oainch blanket of snow over the

area™

December, 1962
Berrien County received nearly 33 inches of snoarawost of the area, almost double
the monthly average&"

January 25, 1965

Deaths: 1

Injuries: 2
The headlines read, “The Decade’s Worst Ice Siage8 days worth of freezing rain
made for an ice encrusted area. Observers antleentere calling it the worst storm in
10 years as schools closed and more rain was peddicthe forecast. One man
tragically died in an auto accident that injurea twthers near Bridgman. Benton Harbor
Fire Department responded to 4 different calls mwng power lines snapping due to the
ice and there was even immediate concern for thiareeof fruit trees and bud&"

January 8, 1970
Snowfall of 6-8 inches fanned by 20-25mph windsledktraffic and closed many
schools. Another system was expected to hit frarartherly direction giving another
intense lake effect snow band that already was kampvisibilities for motorist§*"

February 2, 1976
Blizzard left all but a few schools closed witha3#% inches of snow. Winds averaged
35-45mph creating difficult driving conditions dettemperatures dropped from 33
degrees to -2 belo"

December 21, 1976
St. Joseph/Benton Harbor received 8-10 inchesmisBuchanan had 11 inches while
Galien had snow as “high as the hood of the paard”. Winds were gusting up to
45mph®™

January 28-29, 1977
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Berrien County remained paralyzed by a massiveid:that dropped temperatures to
below zero. Gusting winds reached up to 50mphedaghools in a 4 county area, as
well as many factories and businesses. Visibii&g zero at many times and although
roads weren't technically closed, most ended updeiosed because road crews could
not keep up with the snow remoVAl' The severity of the storm resulted in a Governors
Disaster Declaration and a Presidential Emergerentdbation for a 15 county ar&4™

January 31, 1977
January 1977 will go down as the coldest Januamgoord in Berrien County. The
mean temperature for the month was 12.5 degreiésts Br North Central Airlines
informed Ross Field Airport that Lake Michigan wadrozen leaving a gap of about 15
miles of open watet™* The National Weather Service also stated thawitheer of
1976/1977 has been the coldest on record in Michsggace 1880. The average
temperature for this period was 34.1 degfés.

November 28, 1977
Residents had to deal with another 2-6 inches @vgost after digging out from the 6-12
inches from the day befof&

December 9, 1977
Gale force winds swept over the area causing smits end closing most school
systems. Cook Nuclear Plant reported winds at 40amgl temperatuf&" at 3 degrees.

January 9, 1978
Hundreds of motorists were stranded during a severeer storm. A 55 mile stretch of I-
94 was closed for about 15 hours as well as US331¥3sibility was described as “to
your windshield wipers” as stranded travelers sbsbklter at area high schools, fire
departments and church&s''

January 26-27-28, 1978
Deaths: 3

Noted as one of the most severe blizzards of theucg Berrien County was blasted
with 20-22 inches of snow, 5 foot drifts and 60nmwhds. It was being hailed as the
“Big Blizzard of ‘78”. Tragically, 3 people losheir lives during this storm; an infant
died of pneumonia in a snowbound Coloma home amér2 were found dead in the
snow in St. Joseph, both victims of apparent retéaitks. 1-94 closed down on Thursday
wasn't reopened until 2 days laf&f" The state received a Governors Disaster
Declaration and a Presidential Emergency Declar&ttt

February 6, 1978
Watervliet experienced -24 degrees overnight ahdrdielow zero temperatures around
the areg™

January 13, 1979
Deaths: 1
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A bitter cold blizzard returned to the area asrtiezcury as low as 8 degrees with 22
inches of snow. A Benton Township man lost his Vifhile shoveling snow around his
car, an apparent heart att&&R"

February 21-22-23-24, 1993
An artic blast fueled by strong northwest windsdwced lake effect snow dumping
between 10 and 20 inches of snow on Berrien Coufibe new snow was on top of what
had fallen during the previous two days with a gtiwstorm, leaving snow depths of up
to 27 inches in parts of the courit§f*"

January 10-11-12, 1997
Lake effect snow tied up activities for over thoeg/s. Many schools and businesses
closed as snow blanketed the area with 12 to 2gesft*™

January 15-16, 1997
12 inches of snow piled up within a 23 hour periddinds measured at 20 to 30mph
with gusts up to 40mph creating blizzard condititve closed many schools and
businesse&™*

November 16, 1997
18 inches of lake effect snow in the New Buffalal &awyer area. The heavy, wet snow
downed trees and power lines. Other amounts: h8sat Baroda, 12 inches at St.
Joseph and Coloma, 11 inches at Buchanan and hésrat Stevensville.

December 30-31, 1997
A northwest wind flow around a strong low presssystem brought a surge of artic air
across Lake Michigan. Lake effect snow accumutatioetween 6 and 12 inches in
Berrien County snarled traffic and closed businge$setwo days$™

January 7-8, 1998
A winter storm system produced a wintry mix of speleet and freezing rain across
Berrien County. As the cold air moved south, fregzain and sleet changed over to
lake effect snow, resulting in about 6 inches afumaulation. Ice had glazed over power
lines and trees, bringing down many of them bysthear weighf>*

January 19, 2000
Strong snow storm swept through Northern Indiarca®outhern Michigan dropping
about 12 inches of snow in Berrien County.

January 20-21, 2000
Heavy lake effect snow fell, including 15 inchesBiaroda. Rates of snow were reported
at 2 to 3 inches per hour with whiteout conditiGHg"

January 25, 2000

16 inches fell in Baroda.
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November 21, 2000
10 inches of lake effect snow fell in Niles anch@hies in Benton Township.

December 11, 2000
Heavy snow, thunder snow, sleet, and near blizeanditions across the area and a foot
of snow fell in Niles and St. Joseph.

December 18, 2000
Lake effect snows of as much as 2 inches per Aatals included 13 inches at
Bridgman 10 inches at St. Joseph, 9 inches BenswhdH.

December 23-24, 2000 ,
Heavy lake effect fell during a 24 hour storm wstiow totals of about 12 inch&8"

December 24, 2001
Lake effect snow piled up to 8 inches in Niles.

December 29, 2001
10 inches of lake effect snow at Buchanan and &eiSiprings.

January 31, 2002
An ice storm rolled upon Berrien County leavingriéh ice accumulation in some areas.
Many trees and power lines were reported down hgpgver 250,000 homes without

pOWGI’CIXXXV

February 26, 2002
Berrien County received a foot of snow.

March 2, 2002 _
6 to 12 inches of lake effect snow fell on Berr@ounty during a late season stotf{"

January 23, 2003
7 inches of snow fell in Bridgman.

January 26, 2003
6 inches of snow fell in Berrien Springs and Buaran

February 7, 2003
Deaths: 1

A narrow and intense snow band associated withvglessure center moved over the
interstate and helped cause the large chain reaaticident at 1:30pm. A total of 80
vehicles were strewn about the busy Chicago-Dédirditfor a mile and a half, and
closed down a nearly 12-mile stretch of the expvagdor over 10 hours. One person
was killed while some 25 others were injured. Semlgcles caught fire during the
whiteout conditions, and some were so badly dam#ggdhe cars had to be cut apart to
extract the occupants. One woman was trappedritriek for two hours. Snowfall rates
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were as high as two inches per hour within the bueuitth total accumulations up to a
foot. Winds were around 20mph. Skies were genecédigr or partly cloudy north and
south of the narrow snow band. The National Weé&Heevice issued a Lake Effect Snow
Warning for Berrien County at 11:30am, two hourfobethe crasfi?*""

Berrien County Hazards — Transportation Accidents

FATAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS

FOOLKILLER #3
November 29, 1904
Loss of life: 1

A Daredevil created a 38-foot canvas balloon shdiged giant football and intended to
cross Lake Michigan as he piloted from inside. Bhkoon was launched from the
Chicago waterfront and the next afternoon, wastegdtoating about 200-yards from
Livingston Beach near Bridgman. Two days aftentding the body was discovered
lying on the beach. The wreckage was found Y2 fartber up the beach and a coroner’s
jury determined that death was from either exposuffocatiorf™>"

DC-4, NORTHWEST AIRLINESFLIGHT 2501

June 23, 1950
12 Miles Northwest of St. Joseph, Lake Michigan

Loss of life: 58
Taking off at 8:25pm from LaGuardia Airport, NY glibouglas DC-4 Airliner with 4
propeller engines headed towards Minneapolis, M¥hen thunderstorms erupted over
Lake Michigan, the plane re-directed from near Sawuck and flew south along the
shoreline looking for a break in the squall lirgerrien County Sheriff Deputies reported
seeing a low flying plane clipping trees over PawR.ake while others as far as
Bridgman and Saugatuck reported seeing the plaeelake Michigan. Around lam,
witnesses saw an explosion. US Coast Guard dffibelieve that the plane was too low
and violently broke apart when hitting the wat@mly body parts and small pieces of
wreckage were found, as well as a few personalsiteAt the time, it was the worst
aviation disaster in United States histGHf™

BEECHCRAFT BONANZA

February 15, 1958
Loss of life: 3
A bitterly cold snow storm in the area caused allspf@ne to crash in Baroda, claiming
the lives of 2 executives from the Leonard Oil Campin Alma$*® The company’s
president and marketing manager were returningronitgne flight from Tulsa, OK when
the company plane went down in a blinding snowrsfdf' Witnesses reported hearing
the plane circling overhead around 5pm and thedesnlgt went down on a Snow Road

farm. The engine was thrown some 25 feet frornthagled wreckag&®"
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CESSNA 172E
November 7, 1965
Loss of life: 1
Injuries: 2

23-year old pilot was a student from Tri-State €gdl in Angola, IN. Pilot and student
left the airport in Angola bound for Benton Harliwt crashed into a field on the Reber
Farm in Royalton Townshif®" The 2 injured passengers climbed out of the wigeka
and walked about %2 mile towards a farmhouse wheywere spotted by Berrien
County Sheriffs DeputieS™" Probable Cause(s): Continued VFR flight into adee
weather conditions and inadequate preflight preparand/or planning. Other factors
include: Weather — low ceiling, fd§>"

YANKEE AA-1
March 16, 1969
Loss of life: 1
29-year old student pilot was practicing take-oiffl dandings at Ross Field when the
plane suddenly plummeted to the ground from ab6Qt300 foot elevation. Probable
Cause(s): Mismanagement of fuel, fuel starvatiaited to obtain/maintain flying speed,
complete engine failure/flameott"

PIPER Colt PA-22

May 16, 1972

Loss of life: 2
68-year old pilot and passenger departed South Beralite to Flint during a normal
cruise. Witnesses reported seeing plane flying southwesterly direction, then banking
to head northeast when it lost control. The plab&ees and then hit the wall of Twin
City Pattern Works located at the corner of Higriank and Northshore Drive. Workers
inside the building reported seeing a glow of iefore plane hit the building®""
Probable Cause(s): Pilot continued VFR flight iattverse weather conditions: low
ceiling and fog, high obstructions. Observed flylaw in fog before hitting trees and
factory where plane burst into flam&s”"

CESSNA 320D
December 14, 1972

Loss of life: 1
32-year old pilot departed Ross Field enroute tade Junction, AZ during normal
cruise when it appeared the plane lost power tergme shortly after take-off. Upon
trying to return to the airport, the plane went dawto utility poles and high voltage
power lines near the Paw Paw River and RiversidadR8* Probable Cause(s): Pilot
failed to obtain/maintain flying speed, impropeifiight decisions or planning, improper
emergency procedures, partial power loss. Witrsesgeorted seeing engine missing
when aircraft attempted to return back to airpémipacted power lines and burst into
flames®*

CESSNA 150G
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January 14, 1973
Loss of life: 2
24-year old flight instructor and 23-year old stdeonducting last training flight before
getting pilot’s license. Authorities stated thaappeared the plane nosed into the ground
and flipped over into a field on Range Line Roadt south of Long Lake Road.
Probable Cause(s): Uncontrolled descent, Andremgdosity Airport™"

PIPER PA-31

March 31, 1973

Loss of life: 2
51-year old pilot and 63-year old passenger dep&@igensboro, KY enroute to Niles
Airport during final approach. Plane went downtkoof US 12, between Weaver and
Portage Roads. The gas tanks exploded on impalce gdane belly landed on a fence,
bounced up and then landed in the middle of a wiedt Troopers reported seeing a
flash of light and flames shooting in the air asytimade the scene but plane was already
consumed by flame$! Probable Cause(s): Pilot had improper IFR opmyaimproper
in-flight decisions or planning; weather factorsluded low ceiling, rain, and fog,
thunderstorm activity. Aircraft collided with treasd burst into flames during a
thunderstorni:"

PIPER PA-28

January 8, 1975

Loss of life: 4
26-year old pilot and 3 passengers left the SoethdBAirport for a pleasure cruise when
pilot began experiencing trouble in the fog. Whileng to navigate back to South Bend,
the plane came down, nearly missing a house amddreMeadowbrook Rodd!
Probable Cause(s): Pilot initiated flight in acdkeswveather conditions, attempted
operation beyond experience/ability level, spatiabrientation; weather factors included
low ceiling and fog. Observations at the timeropact were zero visibility. Plane had

also been either stolen or was used without awthtioin®"

BELLANCA 8KCAB

June 19, 1976

Loss of life: 1
48-year old pilot performing a stunt show in frafta crowd of 800 people crashed into a
field about ¥4 mile northwest of the Galien Ameri¢aagion. At the time of the crash,
the pilot was conducting a snap roll but landingrggruck the ground, putting the plane
into a skid and bounce before coming to rest sobieféet into the field™" Probable
Cause(s): Misjudged clearar(¢g'

PIPER PA-18
September 18, 1977
Loss of life: 1
Injuries: 1
62-year old passenger was offered a plane rideglam Air Show at Ross Field when a
tight right turn at low altitude caused the planéase speed and stall, dropping the plane
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to the runway beneath. Witnesses said the pldamebe first and then fell onto its back.
Pilot sustained serious injuries while passengasiped at the scerf€” Probable
cause(s) were pilot failed to obtain/maintain ftyispeed, exercised poor judgment, acts

unwarranted low flying, disregard of good operafimgctice>

CESSNA 182G
May 1, 1978

Loss of life: 3
24-year old pilot lost power during initial climime forced a landing just shy of the
airport, hitting trees and impacting the groundolble cause(s) include power plant
failure for undetermined reasons, failed to obtaaintain flying speed, attempted
operation w/known deficiencies in equipment, cortef@wer loss, complete engine
failure/flameout — 1 engine. Aircraft had not bdlemvn in over 5 month§>

PIPER PA-38

June 6, 1982

Loss of life: 2
About 1pm, flight instructor and student set outddocal training flight and by 1:25pm,
the plane had crashed into a wooded area abouelnoitheast of the airport. Witnesses
reported that before the accident, the plane wassiow downward rolling pattern. The
plane then leveled out, the wings tipped from $adside 3 times and then the nose
dropped to a 45-50 degree angle before crashirggNIEB determined the probable
cause(s) of this accident as follows: airspeedmaintained, dual student stall,
inadequate supervisidf"

CESSNA 172P
July 4, 1984

Loss of life: 1
Flying over Lake Michigan from Chicago on a routfhght started out clear but
conditions quickly deteriorated as fog set in. riddio communications were ever
received but pieces of wreckage and the body opillbé was recovered from Lake
Michigan approximately 4 miles southwest of Stepds The NTSB determined the
probable cause(s) of this accident as followsitualke not maintained with lack of total
instrument time, obscuration and &'

BILLINGS/WHITE AVID FLYER

May 21, 1989

Loss of life: 2
Two builders of an experimental aircraft were emedo a fly-in at the Niles Airport
when witnesses reported the engine losing powenglarturn. The aircraft then
maneuvered into a 360 degree turn as if to larafiald but instead went into a steep
descent and impacted the ground. The NTSB detethtireeprobable cause(s) of this
accident as follows: loose carburetors due to ip@ronaintenance/installation which
resulted in fuel starvation and loss of engine poWedlure of pilot to maintain adequate
airspeed while maneuvering for a forced landinggctvinesulted in an inadvertent stall
and subsequent impact with the grodriyy.
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TEMCO D-16A

July 12, 1991

Loss of life: 1
Pilot and owner of plane had replaced the intdoomaintenance and upon taking off
after the work had been done, the left enginedoster. The plane descended into trees
and the terrain. Post-accident inspection showeduel selector lever was not properly
replaced and the tank did not have sufficient fliae NTSB determined the probable
cause(s) of this accident as follows: improperaepient of the fuel selector level which
resulted in loss of engine power due to fuel staond™"

PIPER PA-24-250
December 11, 1991
Loss of life: 1

Injuries: 2 serious
On a pleasure cruise about 80 miles out of Bei$jgrings, pilot noticed that the engine
lost power. Upon switching from right fuel tanklédt, the engine restarted but after
several minutes, the engine lost power again. iGoed attempts to restart the engine
failed and the plane impacted trees about 1% ridet ®f the runway. Passengers stated
that it was a dark night and the plane hit thestieeorder to avoid an area with
residential lights. The NTSB determined the prdbalause(s) of this accident as
follows: Pilot in command had poor in-flight plangidecision making and misjudged
fuel supply/consumption. Related factor was ovefidence in personal ability."'

BEECH 95-BE55
February 3, 1992
Loss of life: 2

On approach to Benton Harbor, communication wasdesr Lake Michigan. Search
operations ensued and a US Coast Guard helicqptted an oil slick and 3 aircratft tires
with portions of landing gear attached. One mamtti 11 days later, a body washed up
on shore and was positively identified as the pagse Eight days later, the body of
pilot was recovered. Medical Examiner determinedtld for both was due to drowning.
Aircraft was never located and cause of crash kas bisted as undetermin&q”"

KARR TITAN TORNADO
September 1, 1996
Loss of life: 1
Injuries: 1
Aircraft was observed conducting aerobatics ovéeelldichigan near a beach at Union
Pier. During the fifth successive 'hammerhead timeplane went out of control and
impacted the surface of the lake. The NTSB detegththe probable cause(s) of this
accident as follows: The pilot not obtaining/mainiiag altitude/clearance., not
maintaining aircraft control and intentional aerts"*"
Piper PA-28-140
March 7, 2002
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Loss of life: 1
The airplane impacted a snow covered wooded am@@@mately 5 minutes after
departure. NTSB determined the probable causethjfccident as follows: Flight into
known adverse weather conditions by the pilot dedspatial disorientation of pilot.
Contributing factors were the lack of certificatioy the pilot and weathé&f:™

Piper PA-46-350P

August 4, 2002

Loss of life: 3
Plane experienced a loss of engine power duringeflight at 19,000 feet and impacted
the terrain while performing a forced landing. Tt reported the loss of engine power
about 16 minutes prior to the accident. Witnessdke accident reported seeing the
airplane "spiraling down and crashing into the gihti NTSB determined the probable
cause(s) of this accident as follows: The piliaikire to maintain airspeed above stall
speed resulting in a stall/spin. A factor to tkeident was the engine failure due to the
fatigue failure of the crankshaft

Cessna 152
September 25, 2003
Loss of life: 1
Plane was destroyed when it impacted trees arainafter takeoff. A witness stated the
pilot took off from the airstrip in the back of tpsoperty for a short flight to "buzz" and
fly over the house. The plane banked to the righitapproximately halfway into the turn
the nose of the plane pointed straight down. llitsteaight down disappearing into the
neighboring cornfield. NTSB determined the prokatduse(s) of this accident as
follows: The pilot not maintaining adequate airgpeesulting in a stall during takeoff.
Contributing factors were the buzzing flight anees:“*

Beech BE-58
February 4, 2005

Loss of life: 4
Plane was destroyed when it departed from cruigletfat 7,000 feet and impacted the
terrain in a wooded area. The radar track datz@ted that the airplane's heading and
altitude went almost "straight down." Radar traekadindicated the airplane impacted the
terrain at about 300 knots with about a maximuntelesrate of 25,000-feet per minute.
NTSB determined the probable cause(s) of this actids follows: The steep nose down
descent from cruise for undetermined reasons amduthsequent collision with terrain in
a steep nose down attit(i&i"

TRAIN DERAILMENTS

January 12, 1914
Deaths: 1
Injuries: 1+
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The Pere-Marquette passenger train Number 1 cofrongChicago was steaming along
the Lake Michigan shoreline headed towards St.plos&he train had 7 coaches and
was managing quite well even though a fierce biidzaged on. As they neared the St.
Joseph Depot, a pounding could be heard undertisatbcomotive and it was
discovered that a tie-bar had broken loose. Hftrtstop the train were made but not
before the bar caught a switch, causing the locomadd whirl from the track, twisting
itself into a jumbled mass of wreckage. The baggag and the smoking car were both
badly damaged but the passenger coaches remataet ifhe conductor was pinned in
the wreckage and badly scalded; he died later atygospital while other crewmen
suffered minor injurie§”"

May 29, 1918
Deaths: 3

The Pere-Marquette freight train headed from Ber8prings to Buchanan had a light
load of 4 boxcars and a passenger coach. An aearkas Moccasin Bluff was
overgrown with weeds and hidden by a curve inthekt It was a steep grade about 2
miles north of Buchanan and had been prone to waslioe past 40 years. Little did the
crew know, but heavy rains had washed out patt@sandy soil compromising about 50
feet of the curve near the foot of the bluff. Wihtlkea train approached this area at 15mph
at 2:40pm, disaster was inevitable and the locoraptender and 2 boxcars plunged
down a 15 foot embankment. The engine rolled quees burst and 3 crewmen were
instantly crushed and scalded to de&thy.

January 24, 1965
Injuries: 13
A New York Central Twilight Limited Passenger Train the Detroit-Chicago express
derailed a mile west of Galien, injuring 13 pass¥ag Nine of the train’s 11 cars left the
track and a total of 150 were riding when the asctdccurred™

December 6, 1970
10 cars derailed out of 65 car freight at the dawum Coloma crossing. Estimated
damage costs were $48,068""

January 18, 1976
16 boxcars derailed out of 70 car freight a miletewf Stevensuville.

April 19, 1976
5 cars and caboose derailed out of 58 car fremhthsof Hawthorne, St. Joseph.

June 10, 1976
7 freight cars derailed at New Buffalo.

June 11, 1976
10 cars carrying 120 new 1976 automobiles derailetdbwntown Watervliet.

June 18, 1976
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1 car of 100 car freight derailed at Hilltop Roadssing, St. Joseph.

August 1, 1976
1 car of freight derailed at Stevensuville.

November 11, 1976
1 freight car derailed at Upton Drive crossing,J8iseph.

November 19, 1976
5 cars of 70 car freight derailed near St. JosepdnAe crossing, Stevensville.

December 24, 1976
2 cars fell into St. Joseph River, 7 cars totahiled of 83 car freight, Water and Vine
Street Crossing, St. Joseph.

November 17, 1977
19 cars of 61 car Chessie system freight deradstl @& M-140 behind the Watervliet
Fire Department™"" Damage was placed at $1 Milli&r""

March 14, 1978
18 cars of 54 car Chessie system freight derati¢deaColoma Road “S” curve near
Boyer Road™™

August 7, 1981
Deaths — 1
At 5:07am, a C&O freight train derailed in downtoBridgman. An overturned tanker
spilled a gas determined to be flouorosulfonic aardodorless, and fuming liquid that is
acidic, poisonous and highly corrosive to metals tssue. A vapor cloud formed which
then forced the evacuation of 1,000 persons iratha. A State Trooper spent his entire
shift in close proximity to this gas and died 3 k®&ater as a result of breathing the toxic

fu meSCCXXX

April 11, 1982
A freight train derailed near St. Joseph, caudiegspill of ethelyne benzoil and benzene.
This accident prompted the evacuation of 500 nesebiglents so that the spill could be
contained and cleaned £
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