PLEASE!
spay/neuter,
license and
keep your pet
safe at home!

The fees you paid today may have
included:

YOUR ANIMAL

Impound fee.
Room and board for every 24 hour 		
period or part thereof.

WAS

IMPOUNDED

If you can no longer care for your pet or
provide it shelter do NOT release it to run
free.
Be responsible and try to find your pet a new
home. If this is not possible contact a local
shelter for re-adoption or Berrien Control
Animal Control so they can pick up your pet.

FOR

3 REASONS:

Our goal is ONE responsible owner for
every pet. An animal is a living creature that deserves safe and comfortable
surroundings.
Our responsibility begins where yours
ends.

Berrien County Animal Control
1400 S. Euclid Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-927-5648

269-927-5643

To PROTECT THE ANIMAL from

2.

To PROTECT THE COMMUNITY

3.

To LOCATE YOU!

cars, poisons, diseases and
irate citizens.

from the animal's biting,
scratching, barking, spraying,
defecating, breeding and/or
digging.

phone
fax

www.berriencounty.org/animal control
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BERRIEN COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL
1400 S. Euclid Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
269-927-5648

This is your responsibility!

As the legal owner you are responsible
for your pet, and its actions within your
community. You cannot guarantee your
pet's safety unless you know where it is:
either in your yard, house, or at the end of
your leash.

If you have received a citation for
allowing your pet to run loose,

read the whole citation carefully so as
to follow the directions of the court.
Failure to appear on the date specified
can, unless other arrangements have
been made ahead of time with the clerk of
the court, result in your arrest.

The average life span of an animal
that roams the streets is less than two
years.
Every day BC Animal Control picks up pets
that have been killed in the streets.
Dogs and cats are about as smart as a
two-year-old human being. Would you leave
a two-year-old child in the street to wander
at will?
People who disregard traffic laws sooner
or later get injured or killed. People who
disregard the leash law sooner or later get
their pet killed. They often don't learn from
their mistake, acquire another pet and
repeat the same behavior, with the same
results.

You are liable for all costs for any
damage or injury your pet has done.

if your pet has injured a person, their pet(s),
or destroyed or damaged property the
costs associated are your responsibility!
These costs can range from a few dollars
for a broken flower pot to thousands of
dollars for plastic surgery on a child's face.

Your pet has not been in jail.

Do not lecture or punish the animal. The
responsibility, the fees, and possibly the
citations are for you, not the animal. If
you're not willing to accept these responsibilities, perhaps you should NOT own
an animal.

Only a small percent of the pets BC
Animal Control handles are redeemed
or adopted out.

BC Animal Control is similar to other
kennels and shelters, except we must destroy
unclaimed animals. Fewer than ten percent
are wearing licenses so that the owner can
be contacted.

It is illegal to harm, destroy, or steal
animals.

Your pet is considered valuable personal
property, so why put your pet in harms way at
the anonymous mercy of the street?

Contrary to some beliefs, the leash
law IS enforced.
Some wonder why the leash law isn't
obeyed. The answer is that everyone is in
favor of the leash law -- for someone else's
pet. We can't have a double pet standard.

What if this is the first time your animal
has escaped?
Maybe your animal is normally confined
or leashed and this is the first time it has
gotten loose. In that case, BC Animal
Control thanks you for being responsible,
and we're really glad your pet has been
redeemed and is going to be safe at home.

The quality of the place you live is
related to the way you manage your
pet.

A neighborhood with many loose pets is
typically an area with high population
density, low average income, undependable garbage collection, high crime rate,
and a lot of transient renters. Keeping your
pets at home is a way of improving your
neighborhood.
Dogs and cats at large devalue property by
destroying other yards, scattering garbage,
and interfering with traffic.
Noone wants to hear excessive barking
or dispose of feces left by other's animals.

