Dog Owner
Responsibility
WHO’S AT FAULT?

In Michigan, the OWNER or KEEPER of the
dog that has bitten is liable for ANY damage or
inury caused by the dog.

TRESPASSING?

Your mailman, water,
gas and electric meter readers, as well as
other various persons
have a right to be on
your property while
performing their jobs.
A dog owner MUST make sure that their dog is
confined and is unable to disturb or hurt them.

“BEWARE OF DOG” SIGNS?

If a sign that says “Beware of Dog” is posted
on an owner’s property, it indicates to the law
and to the courts that the dog owner is fully
aware of the viciousness of their dog, and by
displaying this sign, demonstrates their
negligence and failure to properly confine and
train their dog.

If You Are Bitten
WATCH where the dog goes and try to find

who the owner is. Be sure to get their address.

WASH the bite wound immediately with

soap and water, then contact your family
physician or go to the hospital emergency room.
The possibility of rabies or infection from the
dog bite is quite high.

REPORT the bite to BC Animal Control or
the Sheriff’s Department immediately. If the
dog is a stray, and the owner CANNOT be
located, Animal Control or the Sheriff’s
Department needs to find the dog for the
quarantine of rabies before you leave the
hospital.

DOGS
BITE!

Why Dogs Bite
Prevent Dog Bites
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For more information or
assistance please call:
BERRIEN COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL

(269) 471-7531

BERRIEN COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

(866) 630-7679

IN CASE OF EMERGENCIES CALL:

911

Berrien County Animal Control
1400 S. Euclid Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-927-5648

269-927-5643

phone
fax

www.berriencounty.org/animal control
BCAC-13 8/16/16

Berrien County Printing

BERRIEN COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL
1400 S. Euclid Avenue
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-927-5648

ANY Dog May Bite!
WHY?

Preventing a Bite
DO NOT corner, rush at, or attempt to

A dog’s teeth ARE its arms, and it’s the only
way it can protect himself.

pickup a strange dog.

WHERE?

you can outrun the dog and find shelter.

DO NOT run away unless you are sure that

Usually dog bites occur ON or NEAR the dog
owner’s property.

eating.

WHEN?

DO NOT look into a dogs eyes. This may

If a dog is sick or injured it may bite.
If a dog is teased, harassed or confused it may
bite.
A dog that is protecting his
home territory, and feels that
someone has come too close
to the dog owner’s fence or
home may bite.
A mother dog protecting her puppies may bite.
A dog chasing something (car, bike, jogger) may
bark and/or bite.
A dog fighting another dog may bite anyone
who interferes, including its owner.
Playing too roughly with a dog may cause it to
bite.
Even innocent actions, such as a stranger
approaching too quickly may cause a dog to bite.

DO NOT touch a sleeping dog or one that is

make him come at you. If this happens avoid
looking at him and slowly walk awy.

DO NOT scream. It may startle the dog into

biting you.

DO NOT tease or harrass a dog.
DO NOT reach into a car or fenced yard to

touch or pet a dog. You are stranger to them,
and they may be protecting their grounds.

DO shake keys or make a noise to distract the dog.
DO stay calm. Your fear can lead to the dogs
confusion or cause it to bite you.

Protect Yourself
If the dog actually lunges at you, stick something
in its mouth, e.g. purse, stick, gloves, anything but
you.

WHO?

If you are on a bike, get off and put the bike
between you and the dog and call or shout for
help.

More than half the people bitten are under the
age of 15. Most are between the ages of 4-9.

If you cannot get away from the dog that is
attacking you, lay face down on the ground and
cover your head with your arms. Lay perfectly
still until the dog goes away or is removed.

79% of people bitten KNOW the owner of the
dog (a study has shown).

Prevention for the
Dog Owner
NEVER let your dog or puppy bite or mouth

the skin of a person, even when playing.

BE WARY of an injured or sick dog. Follow

your veterinarian’s advice in handling them.

DO NOT let your

dog snap or growl at
ANYONE. Correct the
dog for this behavior,
or they may eventually
become vicious.

DO NOT praise or pat your dog when he
shows aggression or viciousness. Your patting
may make the dog think that he is pleasing you.
If you allow this to go on, he may even bite you
when you try to stop him.
DO NOT permit children or people to chase,
corner or pick up the dog, especially if the dog
has not been raised around children, and is
unaccustomed to them.
DO NOT allow your dog to chase or run

with people.

DO NOT ask anyone who is afraid of your
dog to watch or care for him.

ALWAYS make

sure your dog is
properly confined,
supervised
and
leashed.

