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Everyday Poisons & Dangers for Pets!

Many things found in and around our home
can pose threats to companion animals.
Even some meant specifically for pets. To
protect your four footed friends, begin by
taking the same precautions you would take
for a small child.

FOOD: There are human foods that can
make dogs sick or even kill them. Here is a list
of foods we should NOT feed our pets:
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Milk/Dairy - Pets cannot digest lactose. Milk and other

milk-based products can cause diarrhea or other digestive
problems. If you do desire to give your pet milk, even through
they cannot handle regular milk, they can handle lactose
free milk.

Onions, Chives, Garlic - these cause the breakdown
of a dog’s red blood cells, which deprive the cells of much
needed oxygen. If you feed your dog table scraps, make
sure the dish was not prepared with onions, as the effects
can be cumulative over a period of time. Symptoms can
vary greatly, ranging from vomiting and diarrhea to loss of
appetite, fever, or exhaustion.
Pitted Fruits (Peaches, Pears, Cherries, and Apricots) -

BEWARE OF THE
FOLLOWING:

The pits of these fruits contain small doses of cyanide, which
can be fatal to smaller dogs. Also, if the pit is swallowed
whole, it may become lodged in the intestinal tract, where
the blockage will have to be surgically removed.

Alcoholic Beverages - Dogs’ physiologies are not

Raw Meat & Uncooked Eggs - Raw meats/eggs can

equipped to handle alcohol consumption. They are
extremely susceptible to alcohol poisoning, and even small
amounts can lead to digestive problems or even death.

Avocados - The leaves, fruit, seeds and bark of
avocados contain Persin, which can cause vomiting and
diarrhea in dogs. Birds and rodents are especially sensitive to
avocado poisoning, and can develop congestion, difficulty
breathing and fluid accumulation around the heart. Some
ingestions may even be fatal.
Bread Dough/Yeast - Because it is soft, dogs will often

swallow the dough without chewing it. When the dough hits
your dog’s stomach, his body heat will cause the dough
to rise inside his stomach. This rising action can cause
bloating or vomiting. To compound things further, the rising
action creates alcohol as a by-product, and your dog may
experience the alcohol related symptoms.

Bones - Meat bones can splinter and cause choking,
intestinal blockage or tears in your pet’s digestive tract.
Caffeinated Beverages (Coffee, Tea, Pop) - Similar to
the effects of chocolate, caffeine is a stimulant and can
negatively impact your dog’s heart rate, causing seizures or
heart attacks.
Chocolate - Caffeine and theobromine are both
toxic and can be found in chocolate. Baker’s chocolate
and dark chocolate are more toxic to a pet than other
chocolates. Depending on the type and amount of
chocolate ingested, the signs can range from vomiting,
increased thirst, abdominal discomfort and restlessness to
severe agitation, muscle tremors, irregular heart rhythm,
high body temperature, seizures and death.
Grapes and Raisins - Grapes and raisins create
havoc with your dog’s kidneys and digestive system. What’s
worse is that the amount of grapes needed to cause
problems can vary greatly among individual dogs.
Symptoms include frequent urination, vomiting, and
diarrhea.

have bacteria such as Salmonella and E.coli that can be
harmful and cause digestives issues. Also, raw eggs have
an enzyme called avidin that can hinder the absorption of
Vitamin B, which can lead to skin and coat problems.

MEDICINES: Pain relievers like aspirin, ibuprofen,
acetaminophen, cold medicines, cancer fighting
drugs, antidepressants, vitamins and diet pills can
all be toxic to pets.
KEEP ALL MEDICATIONS out of the reach of your
pets. Find and dispose of any dropped pills
immediately, before pets find them.
Tylenol is especially toxic in CATS, and can cause
anemia and death.
PLANTS: Many household, garden, and backyard
plants are poisonous. The long list includes azaleas,
daffodils, dieffenbchia or dumb cane, English ivy,
geraniums, hollies, irises, Jack-in-the-pulpits, most
lilies, mistletoe, morning glories, philodendrons,
poinsettias and rhododendrons.
PET PRODUCTS: Be very careful with Rawhide
doggie chews, some may carry salmonella
bacteria. Chews can pose choking hazards,
as can squeaky toys and any playthings with
removable parts.
OTHERS: Swallowed string, rubber bands and
dental floss can cause intestinal blockages and
strangulation. If you think your pet has been
poisoned, contact your veterinarian or emergency
veterinary service immediately. Watch your pets
for listlessness, abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhea,
muscle tremors, lack of coordination and fever.

Macadamia Nuts - While the exact chemical compound
is still unknown, even a small amount of macadamia nuts can
cause fever, irregular heartbeat, seizures, or mild paralysis.
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