Parks

SUMMER Newsletter 2022
SILVER BEACH County Park

Of Silver Beach County Park’s 2,450 feet of Lake Michigan frontage, approx. 1,600 feet are dedicated for a
public swimming area in the summer months. Lifeguards will be on duty from approx. 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.,
daily, through the summer season.
Lake Michigan is beautiful, and she is also very powerful. Learn how to safely enjoy the Great Lakes through
resources at: https://greatlakeswatersafety.org/resources.
If you plan to visit Silver Beach County Park and go in the water, check out the National Weather
Service Beach Hazard statement and forecast at www.weather.gov/greatlakes/beachhazards, and "Know
Before You Go"!

PAW PAW RIVER County Park - WATERVLIET
The Park is designed for people of all abilities and
encourages the public to experience a natural
river area in a beautiful Southwest Michigan
setting.
This park includes a barrier-free kayak/canoe
launch, a pedestrian bridge providing access to
an island in the Paw Paw River, a hard surface
walking trail loop on the island, as well as
overlook/fishing decks and viewing areas along
the Paw Paw River. Located in Watervliet off of
M-140.

Berrien County Parks Quarterly Newsletter Mailing List
• Would you like to receive news and information about seasonal events and
activities available in Berrien County Parks? The Berrien County Parks
Quarterly Newsletter is available by both email and regular mail at no cost.
• To sign up send your email or mailing address to: lovecreek@berriencounty.org.
You can also call (269) 471-2617 or stop in the office at Madeline Bertrand or
Love Creek.
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• Madeline Bertrand County Park
• Love Creek Nature Center
& County Park
• Silver Beach County Park

County Park
The Madeline Bertrand Disc Golf Course features 18 holes and is open during
regular park hours. The Disc Golf pro shop in the Visitor Center features a full line of
discs and other accessories for sale. Plus you can always rent discs for play!

DISC GOLF FEES

Daily Disc Golf Pass: Adult $5, Youth (15 & under) $4
Annual Disc Golf Permit: Adult $35, Youth $25
Daily Disc Rental: Adult $1, Youth $.50
SAVE THE DATE for the 2022 Summer Doubles Tourney, July 9th!
Two 21 hole rounds with lunch, trophies, door prizes, and tons of fun.
For more info visit: https://www.berriencounty.org/1298/Madeline-Bertrand-County-Park

Berrien County Parks
CALLING all FARMERS, GREENHOUSES, GOLF
COURSES and OTHER USERS OF PESTICIDES!
Properly dispose of unwanted and outdated pesticides, for FREE, at the
Clean Sweep Pesticide Collection
June 23 and July 28, 2021 in Benton Harbor.
Registration deadline is two weeks prior to the event.

Get a registration form at www.berriencounty.org/465/Clean-Sweep-Pesticide-Collections
or call 269-983-7111 x8234
• Wed, June 8th 3pm - 7pm: Chikaming Township Hall
Household chemicals and electronics
• Sat, Sept 17th, 9am - 1pm: Silver Beach County Park
Household chemicals, electronics & foam/polystyrene.
• Saturday, Oct 8, 8am-Noon:
SE Berrien County Landfill Recycle Station
Household chemicals, electronics, foam/polystyrene and
documents for on-site shredding
For details visit www.berriencounty.org and click “recycling services” or call (269) 983-7111 x8232.
Materials accepted from Berrien County households only. Waste from businesses is not accepted.

at Courthouse Square
The Midwest’s Oldest Surviving County Government Complex
• 1839 Courthouse
• 1830 Log House
• 1870 Sheriff’s House
• 1860/1873 County Records
and Office Building
313 N. Cass Street, Berrien Springs, MI
Open All Year - Free Admission
Summer Hours: Wed - Sunday: 10 am - 5 pm
To learn more about our programs, visit us on
Facebook (History Center at Courthouse Square), follow us on
Instagram (The History Center), or contact us at: info@berrienhistory.org.
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Summer Happenings
July 23rd and August 27th at 10:00am
Rock Talk at Rocky Gap County Park
Are you interested in learning how the great lakes were
formed? Do you have an interest in rocks and fossils?
Join one of our naturalists at Rocky Gap County Park as
we discuss how glaciation has impacted the Great Lakes
region and comb the beach for interesting rocks and
fossils. Wading boots recommended if you are not
comfortable going bare foot. No fee!
July 29th at 10:00am - Love Creek Flora Identification
Interested in learning how to identify native Michigan flora, invasive
species or distinguishing poison ivy? Join us for an afternoon of plantfocused learning. Entry fee required without a parks permit. ($3/vehicle)
July 31st and August 21st at 2:00pm
Love Creek: Turtles, Toads, Snakes & More
Meet in the nature center at Love Creek County Park for an up close
look at several of the reptiles and amphibians that live in SW Michigan.
Feeding demonstrations included! Entry fee required without a parks
permit. ($3/vehicle)
Poison Ivy

August 13th at 10:00am - Love
Creek: Mushroom Meander
Join a naturalist for a relaxed walk through the woods
as we look for the fascinating mushrooms of Michigan.
Meet inside the Nature Center at 10:00 am. This is an
observation walk, we will NOT be collecting anything.
Free with Parks Permit or $3/vehicle.
September 3rd and 11th, 10am to 1pm - Stewardship Days at Love Creek.
Invasive species threaten Love Creek's amazing natural areas. Learn how
to identify and remove some of these pesky plants while getting some
fresh air and exercise. Drinks and snacks provided.
We have a few tools available, but if you have your own garden sheers,
loppers and gloves, please bring them.

Love Creek Trail Map QR Code

Autumn Olive

Interested in doing some independent volunteering
in land stewardship?
Want to learn how to identify and remove invasive
plants? Call the Love Creek Nature Center for more
information (269) 471-2617.
Other volunteer opportunities may be available!
Buckthorn
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MOUNTAIN BIKING at Berrien County Parks
Love Creek features 3.5 miles of mountain bike trails that include a
mix of single and double track sections with frequent short climbs.
Some sections are shared with hikers and bikers are required to yield
to hikers. Insect repellent is recommended when riding in summer.
Love Creek offers a fleet of Mountain bikes available for rent of
both adult and children's sizes. We also have a few fat bikes we are
renting out all year this year! It is best to call and reserve before
renting. 269-471-2617.
The 2.2 mile Green Trail at Madeline Bertrand is also open to mountain bikes.
The trail is one-way and bikers should yield to hikers. The terrain is mostly flat
with one narrow, downhill slope and a returning climb. It is an ideal trail for a
family cycling outing.
For information on other mountain bike trails in the “Michiana” region, check
the Northern Indiana Mountain Bike Association site: http://nimba-bike.org/
or the Bike Michiana Coalition: http://www.bikemichiana.org/

Love Creek GROUP RIDES & BEGINNER CLINICS
Love Creek County Park, in conjunction with NIMBA (Northern Indiana
Mountain Bike Assoc.) will be holding 2 introduction to mountain biking
clinics on Sunday, July 10th. The clinic at 2pm will be for adults and teens and
the clinic at 3:30 will be for kids. To participate in the class you need to be able
to ride a bike without assistance (no training wheels or striders).
We do ask that if you bring a bike to the class that it has fully functioning
brakes and gears. If you plan on renting one of the bikes at the park, call them
ahead of time to check on the sizes and availability ($10 rental for clinic,14 and
under are free with adult rental). Helmets are required and are also available
at the park with a bike rental.
The clinic will be led by a BICP instructor from NIMBA, with a limit of 12 per class.
There is no charge for the class but you must register by contacting Love Creek Nature at
269-471-2617.
Enjoy an evening ride on the Mountain Bike trail at Love Creek County Park.
This group ride is for beginners and experienced riders alike and will feature our
3.5 mile trail with a mix of single and double track with a few small downhills
and short climbs. Love Creek offers a fleet of Mountain Bikes for rent with both
child and adult sizes. Kids 14 and under rent free as long as an adult is riding
with them. Adult rental is $10hr.
Meet at the Nature Center. If you would like to rent a mountain bike, be sure to
reserve by calling: 269-471-2617
Group rides are Fridays July 8, 22 and August 12 @ 6:30pm

www.berriencounty.org/parks
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County Park - New Buffalo
The park will be open daily this summer during
daylight hours. Plan a visit to walk and explore the
Canopy Walkway, Marsh Overlook Tower, Marsh
Boardwalk and River Deck. A woodland loop is
available as well. No dogs allowed!
Another fun way to explore the park is by kayak or
stand up paddleboard on the Galien River from the
MDNR public launch just upstream on Red Arrow
Highway.

County Park - Benton Harbor
Rocky Gap County Park in Benton Township is open. Visitors can enjoy
the 1,100 feet of Lake Michigan beach or simply enjoy the view of the
horizon from the pavilion, benches, or upper park’s Lake Michigan Overlook Deck.
For visitors who choose to enter the water, be aware that there are no
Lifeguards on duty. Understand the power and dangers presented by
Lake Michigan before you go.
Some Water Safety tips include:
•Know how to swim
•Wear a life jacket
•Never swim alone
•Do not go in the water
when waves are high

UPCOMING EVENTS & FACILITY RENTALS

Silver Beach - Shadowland Parvillion

DATE

DAY

EVENT

ORGANIZATION

July 3

Sunday

July 16

Saturday

Concert

Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra

July 23

Saturday

Concert

Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra

August 13

Saturday

Concert

Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra

August 20

Saturday

Concert

Lake Breeze Concert

Fireworks Display on Pier/
Pyrotecnico &
Concert
Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra

Looking for a location for a group or family gathering in 2022-2023?
Berrien County Parks offer a mix of indoor and outdoor
rental facilities at Madeline Bertrand, Love Creek, Rocky Gap
and Silver Beach County Parks.

Visit the “Parks & Facility Rentals” page at:
www.berriencounty.org/355/parks for more information.

www.berriencounty.org/parks
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