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· Person Making Release: 
D/Sgt. Robert Boyce 
· Date and Time of Incident:
8/7/2009 at 08:10hrs.
· Type of Incident:


Narcotics Search Warrant "Indoor Marijuana Grow Operation". 
· Location of Incident:

3391 Lincoln Ave. "Township of Saint Joseph".
· Agencies Involved:

#1: Berrien County Sheriff Department's Narcotics Unit. 
#2: Berrien County Sheriff Department's Road Patrol. 
#3: Michigan State Police SWET Unit. 
#4: Saint Joseph Township Police Department. 
#5: Berrien County Animal Control Office. 
     
· Arrested Persons:
ARRESTED #1: Ronald David Wolnik Jr., Male, DOB 4/3/1972, address of 3691 Lincoln Ave. Saint Joseph, MI. 
     
CHARGES: 
#1: Manufacturing Marijuana within 500 feet of a school. 
#2: Possession of Marijuana with the Intent to Deliver within 500 feet of a school.  
#3: Mantaining a Drug House. 
#4: Two counts of Child Endangerment. 

ARRESTED #2: Elizabeth Anne Klank, Female, DOB 10/26/1975, address of 3691 Lincoln Ave. Saint Joseph, MI.

CHARGES:

#1: Manufacturing Marijuana within 500 feet of a school. 

#2: Two counts of Child Endangerment. 

#3: Maintaining a Drug House.  

Narrative:

On 8/7/2009 at approximately 08:10hrs, the Berrien County Sheriff Department's Narcotics Unit with assistance from the Berrien County Sheriff Department's Road Patrol, the Michigan State Police South-West Enforcement Team, the Saint Joseph Township Police Department, and the Berrien County Animal Control Office executed a search warrant for illegal narcotics at 3691 Lincoln Ave. (Saint Joseph Township) following a three month long investigation into illegal narcotic activity at this residence. 

The Berrien County Sheriff Department's Narcotics Unit began this investigation after receiving numerous complaints for area citizens in regards to suspected illegal narcotic activity at this residence. 

At the time of the search warrant execution, the officers located Ronald Wolnik, Elizabeth Klank, and two children (ages 4 & 5) inside of the residence. The officers also encountered five dogs inside of the residence. 

When the officers entered the residence, the officers could detect a very strong odor of fresh marijuana throughout the residence. 

During a search of the residence, the officers located and seized 195 "live" marijuana plants in various stages of growth in the basement portion of the residence. (Note: According to the latest DEA figures a mature marijuana plant has the potential to yield $1000 worth of marijuana) (Based upon the DEA figures the total value of these marijuana plants would be $195,000.)

The officers also located and seized a large quantity of processed marijuana as well as other evidence of narcotic trafficking and narcotic manufacturing, 

Under the State of Michigan's Civil Forfeiture Law, the officers seized $536.00 in U.S. Currency, a 1997 Dodge Neon, a 1986 Ford Motor Home, misc. electronic equipment, misc. clothing, and the lighting and cooling systems used in this marijuana grow operation. 

Ronald Wolnik, who is currently on probation through the Berrien County Trial Courts on a previous conviction of Assault and Battery was lodged at the Berrien County Jail on his above mentioned charges pending his arriagnment in the Berrien County Trial Courts. 

Elizabeth Klank, who was currently out on bond on an embezzlement charge through the Berrien County Trial Courts was lodged at the Berrien County Jail on her above mentioned charges pending her arraignment in the Berrien County Trial Courts. 

The two children who were located inside of the residence were turned over to the custody of family members. 

The five dogs were removed from the scene by officers of the Berrien County Animal Control Office. 

NOTE: Both Ronald Wolnik and Elizabeth Klank were arrested on Child Endangerment charges due to the fact that they had the two children living inside of the residence with the marijuana grow operation taking place and that the fact that the manufacturing of marijuana produces various forms of mold and spores throughout the living quarters of a residence. 

This residence is also located and across the street from Upton Junior High. Thus Ronald Wolnik and Elizabeth Klank were arrested on enhanced charges of commiting their crimes within 500 feet of a school. 
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